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 Article at Khan Academy 
 Based on a life mask and other measurements of George 

Washington taken by Houdon, it is considered one of the most 
accurate depictions of the subject 

o The original sculpture is located in the rotunda of the Virginia 
State Capitol in Richmond, Virginia, and has been copied 
extensively 

 Date: The date given for the sculpture varies. It was commissioned 
by the Virginia General Assembly in 1784, begun in 1785, signed 
"1788", completed in 1791 or 1792, and delivered in 1796. 

 Content (description)  
o life-sized Washington. In his right hand is a cane, his left arm 

rests on a fasces on which is slung his cape and sword, and at 
the back is a plow.[4][5] He is shown wearing his military uniform, 
as Washington wished to be depicted in contemporary attire, 
rather than that of antiquity popular in Neo-classical sculpture 

o With its selection of objects both civilian (the plow and cane) 
and military (the fasces, sword and uniform), the statue has 
been interpreted as invoking the imagery and ideal of an 
Ancient Roman dictator, Cincinnatus, with whom Washington 
has been compared in his decision to retire from public life 
following the Revolutionary War.[1][2][3] At the time of its 
commission, Washington had not yet served in the 
Constitutional Convention, and would not become President of 
the United States until 1789. 

o Chief Justice John Marshall, a contemporary of Washington's 
said of the work, "Nothing in bronze or stone could be a more 
perfect image than this statue of the living Washington." 
 

 Houdon – most famous sculpture of the day (selected/recommended) 
by Jefferson along with Benjamin Franklin) 

 Copies: Beginning in the 19th century, numerous copies of the statue 
have been made in bronze and plaster, with molds often made 
directly from the original. 
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